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Liberal principle in turn, and large numbers of electors who
had voted for them at the Khaki Election of 1900, in the
belief that they could rally to the common cause without                      j
prejudice to their own ideas in domestic politics, were now                      1
preparing to have their revenge.
When Parliament rose at the beginning of August it was with tie expectation that it would meet again in the following yqar for another session in which the Redistribution Bill and                m
other legislation which the Government had promised would be proceeded with. But the Unionist dissensions continued all through the autumn, and invaded the Cabinet. Ministers made speeches in public which were evidently aimed at one another; Unionist Associations rejected Mr. Balfour's compromise and adopted the " whole-hog " policy of Protection and Preference; Mr. Chamberlain himself protested vehemently against further concessions to Unionist Free Traders, and compared the Unionist party to an army which was being led into battle on the principle that the lamest man should govern its march. By the end of November Mr. Balfour had come *~ ^ elusion that his position was impossible, and on ! he handed his resignation to the King.
Liberal Difficulties
He was possibly influenced in the choice of t by the fact that the Liberal party also had relaps of its periodic dissensions.    For in a speech at November 25 Lord Rosebery had challenged the announced two days earlier by Sir Henry Campbell —the policy of proceeding step by step instea< stride into Home Rule—and announced emplu explicitly and once for all " that he could not ser that banner."   This speech made a sensation which iur me moment threw the Unionist quarrel into the background, and seemed to threaten a revival on the eve of the election of the schism between the Liberal Imperialists and other Liberals which had all but wrecked the party during the South African War.   But it turned out that the other Liberal Imperialists, Mr. Asquith, Sir Edward Grey and Mr. Haldane, approved, and had been parties to, CampbeU-BannermanY declaration of Irish policy, and that Lord Rosebery was alfhost alone in his
